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July 18, 2013

The Honorable John Kerry
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Kerry:

We are extremely concerned over the fact that a North Korean-flagged vessel, MV Chong Chon Gang — a
vessel previously known to be involved in illicit activities — was detained and searched by Panamanian
authorities on July 15, 2013, while en route to North Korea from Cuba, carrying military equipment. In
light of these reports, we respectfully urge you to instruct our U.S. Mission to the United Nations to call
for UN inspectors to immediately investigate this matter to ensure adherence to UN Security Council
resolutions.

As you are well aware, any shipment of arms or related materiel being imported to or exported from
North Korea is expressly barred by United Nations Security Council resolutions 1718, 1874 and 2094. If
these reports are accurate, both Cuba and North Korea would be in violation of these resolutions. It is vital
that we receive an accurate report of the inventory of the cargo contained on the MV Chong Chon Gang
and the national security threat facing our nation.

Further, we would also urge an imposition of increased sanctions by the United States on any person or
entity that was involved in transferring goods, services, technology or arms for North Korea’s weapons
program, and prohibit assistance to any foreign government that is involved in aiding North Korea in this
matter.



Again, it is imperative that this investigation be conducted as soon as possible, and we respectfully
request that you instruct our Mission at the UN to call for UN inspectors to immediately begin an
investigation into this matter.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this gravely serious issue.

Sincerely,
Y, 5;/ ﬁd‘(,/ o
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN EDWARD ROYCE
Chairman Chairman
Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa Committee on Foreign Affairs
ELIOT ENGEL TED DEUTCH
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa
SAEVE CHABOT ' .
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific
MATT SALMON
Chairman

Subcofmmittee on the Western Hemisphere
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TED POE BRAD SHERMAN
Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade

Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere




