Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

August 16,2013

The Rt. Hon. Perry Gladstone Christie

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas
P O Box CB 10980

Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas

Dear Prime Minister Christie;

We write with grave concern over the treatment of Cuban refugees detained in The Bahamas.
Specifically, we are outraged that Cuban refugees, according to various media reports, were
beaten by prison guards, and denied adequate food, water, and medical care. The description of
their treatment is deplorable, but we recognize your government’s efforts in accepting
responsibility and for committing to a full investigation into what occurred.

It is our understanding that the Government of Panama offered asylum to the Cuban refugees on
humanitarian grounds. Given the fact that the Cuban regime maintains one of the world’s worst
records on human rights, we are disappointed by your decision to repatriate the freedom-seeking
Cuban refugees back to their brutal oppressors. We urge you to halt any further repatriation of

Cuban freedom-seekers in the future.

We appreciate your immediate attention to this matter and look forward jo your gesponse.
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Sincerely,

BILL NELSON

Uniggd Senator Member of Congress
MARCO RUBIO A PIAZ-B A’RT
United States Senator er of Congress

LBIO SIRES™
embe Congress



